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Aim: Who is responsible when genocide occurs? 

DAY ONE 

Aim: How did Germany attempt to racially purify itself? 
Anti-Jewish Legislation 

Directions: Answer the questions that follow the reading. 



Nazi leaders began to make good on their 
pledge to persecute German Jews soon after 
their assumption of power. During the first six 
years of Hitler's dictatorship, from 1933 until 
the outbreak of war in 1939, Jews felt the 
effects of more than 400 decrees and 
regulations that restricted all aspects of their 
public and private lives. 

Thus, hundreds of individuals in all levels of 
government throughout the country were 
involved in the persecution of Jews as they 
conceived, discussed, drafted, adopted, 
enforced, and supported anti- Jewish 
legislation. No corner of Germany was left 
untouched. 



Jewish lawyers line up to apply for permission 
to appear before the Berlin courts. New regulations 
allowed only 35 to appear before the court. 

-Berlin, Germany, April 11, 1933. 
1) According to the passage, who was involved in the persecution of Jews? 



2) Why do you think that some people supported these measures? 
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Background: The Nuremberg Laws of 1935 



Directions: Read the following laws and answer 




The Nuremberg Laws on 
Citizenship and Race: (1935) 

ARTICLE 4 

(1) A Jew cannot be a citizen of the 
Reich. He cannot exercise the right 
to vote; he cannot hold public office. 

Law for the Protection of German 
Blood and German Honor (1935) 

SECTION 1 

1. Marriages between Jews and 
nationals of German or kindred 
blood are forbidden. 

Excerpt from frank.mtsu.edu 



1) According to the Nuremberg laws, who was not a citizen of the Reich? 



2) What was forbidden by the Nuremberg laws? 



3) If these laws were passed today, how would you react to them? 
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Kristallnacht (Night of the Broken Glass) 

Directions: Watch the video clip and answer the following questions. 

https://docs.google.eom/file/d/0B-E8XW8d-RQoMUF.TWEZsc VRpRVk/edit?usp=sharing 

1) Based on the video, why was it difficult for German Jews to leave Germany in 1937, before 
Kristallnachtl (Video 1) 2:45-4:00 



2) Based on the video, why does Kristallnacht happen? (Video 1) 4:30-8:30 



https://docs.google.eom/file/d/0B-E8XW8d-RQoMUF.TWEZsc VRpRVk/edit?usp=sharing 

3) Based on the video, what was the impact of Kristallnachtl (Video 2) :01-6:30 
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First They Came... 

Directions: Read the poem and answer the questions that follow. 



3ub«ti 




"They came for the Communists, and I 
didn't object - For I wasn't 
a Communist; 
They came for the Socialists, and I 
didn't object - For I wasn't a Socialist; 
They came for the labor leaders, and I 
didn't object - For I wasn't a labor leader; 
They came for the Jews, and I didn't 
object - For I wasn't a Jew; 
Then they came for me - 
And there was no one left to object. 

Martin Niemoller, German Protestant Pastor, 

1892-1984 



The sign reads: "Jews Not Wanted Here." 



1) Who does the poet mean when he says "they"? 



2) Why do you think the poet did not "object" when Communists and labor leaders were 
taken away? 



3) What might happen to someone who objected to the anti- Jewish measures taken by the 
Nazis? 
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DAY TWO 



Aim: How did the Holocaust increase global awareness of genocide? 
Overview of the Holocaust 

Directions: Read the passage and answer the following questions. 




Excerpt adapted from bbc.co.uk 

"The Holocaust was the Nazis' assault on the Jews between 1933 and 1945. It 
culminated in what the Nazis called the 'Final Solution of the Jewish Question in 
Europe', in which six million Jews were murdered... The Holocaust was the biggest of 
the killing programs and, in certain important ways, different from the others. The 
Jews figured in Nazi ideology as the arch-enemy of the 'Aryan race', and were targeted 
not merely for terror and repression but for complete extinction. 

The Nazis failed in this aim because they ran out of time, but they pursued it 
fanatically until their defeat in 1945. The Holocaust led to widespread public awareness 
of genocide and to modern efforts to prevent it, such as the 1948 UN Convention on 
Genocide... The Nazis were the heirs of a centuries-old tradition of Jew-hatred, rooted 
in religious rivalry and found in all European countries." 



1) What was the name of the movement that resulted in the murder of six million Jewish 
people? 
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Timeline of the Holocaust 

Directions: Watch the video and answer the follow questions. 

https://docs.google.eom/file/d/0B2t7k6fQ9i0mUmlaY3NlYilKZEk/edit 
1) Besides Jewish people, who else was targeted by the Nazis? :35-l:40 



2) Who could Jews look to for help when threatened by the Nazis? 1:40-5:20 



3) What is genocide? 5:20-5:30 According to the video, how does genocide start? 



4) Do you think that another Holocaust could happen in the 21 st century? Why or why not? 
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Nazi Testimony from the Holocaust 

Directions: Read the following documents and answer the questions below each one. 

Kurt Prufer, senior engineer ofTopfand Sohne, testifying in Erfurt, Germany, March 5, 1946. 
Q. Who apart from you participated in the construction of the furnaces? 

A. From 1941-2, 1 constructed the furnaces. The technical drawings were done by Mr. Keller. The 
ventilation systems of the "Kremas" [crematoriums] were constructed by senior engineer Karl 
Schultze. 

Q. How often and with what aim did you visit Auschwitz? 

A. Five times. . . 1 saw personally about 60 corpses of women and men of different ages, which were 
being prepared for incineration. That was at 10 in the morning. I witnessed the incineration of six 
corpses and came to the conclusion that the furnaces were working well. 

Q. Did you see a gas chamber next to the crematoriums? 

A. Yes, I did see one next to the crematorium. Between the gas chamber and the crematorium there 
was a connecting structure. 

Q. Did you know that in the gas chamber and in the crematoriums there took place the liquidation of 
innocent human beings? 

A. I have known since spring 1943 that innocent human beings were being liquidated in Auschwitz 
gas chambers and that their corpses were subsequently incinerated in the crematoriums. 

Q. Why was the brick lining of the muffles so quickly damaged? 

A. The bricks were damaged after six months because the strain on the furnaces was colossal. 
1) What part did Kurt Prufer play in the Holocaust? 



2) After reading this document, how much do you think Germans knew about the Final 
Solution while it was going on? 



3) Do you think that Prufer should be held partly responsible for the deaths that occurred 
at Auschwitz? 
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Testimony ofSS private Boeck. 

Extracted from "Der Auschwitz Prozess", by Hermann Langbein, Vol. I, quoted in 
"Auschwitz: Technique and operation of the gas chambers - J.C Pressac, the Beate 
Klarsf eld Foundation, NY, 1989, p. 181: 

Q: Were you present at a gassing operation one day? 

A: Yes, it was one evening. I accompanied the driver Hoeblinger. A transport had arrived 
from Holland and the prisoners had to jump from the wagons. They were well-off Jews. 
There were women with Persian furs. They arrived by express train. The trucks were 
already there, with wooden steps before them, and the people climbed aboard ... In the 
place Birkenau once stood, there was only a long farmhouse (Bunker 2) and beside it four 
or five big huts. Inside, the people were standing on clothes which were building up on the 
floor. The block leader and the sergeant, carrying a cane, were there. Hoeblinger said to 
me 'lets go over there now'. There was a sign 'to disinfection'. He said 'you see, they are 
bringing children now'. They opened the door, threw the children in and closed the door. 
There was a terrible cry . . . people went on crying for about ten minutes. Then the 
prisoners opened the doors. Everything was in disorder and contorted. Heat was given off. 
The bodies were loaded on a rough wagon and taken to a ditch. The next batch were 
already undressing in the huts. After that I didn't look at my wife for four weeks. 



1) How did Auschwitz guards mislead their prisoners during the Final Solution? 



2) Private Boeck ends his interview with the words "After that I didn't look at my wife for 
four weeks." What does this sentence tell us about his feelings concerning the Final 
Solution? 
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Creating a More Just World: the Nuremberg Trials 

Directions: Read the secondary source text and image and answer the related questions. 




"In November 1945, in the German city of Nuremberg, the victors of the 
World War Two began the first international war crimes trial. The choice of the city 
was significant for it was here that the National Socialist Party held its annual 
rallies... 

The 21 defendants. . .were collectively accused of conspiring to wage war, 
and committing crimes against peace, crimes against humanity (including the newly 
defined crime of genocide) and war crimes in the ordinary sense (abuse and murder 
of prisoners, killing of civilians and so on). . . 

Over the following years conventions on the laws of war, genocide and 
human rights were signed which embodied much of the 'law' made up at Nuremberg. 

. . . but thanks to Nuremberg there is at least a proper understanding of what 
violation means, even if the international community still lacks an entirely effective 
means of punishing it." - Excerpt adapted from bbc.co.uk 



1) What were the Nuremberg Trials? 



2) What crimes were these officials accused of? 



3) What did the trials at Nuremberg help to establish? 



4) Why is it important to have an understanding of what constitutes a "crime against 
humanity"? 
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DAY THREE 

Aim: How did the Khmer Rouge alter Cambodian society and violate its citizens ' rights? 
Khmer Rouge: An Overview 

Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions below. 
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"In 1970, Prince Sihanouk was deposed (forced to leave office) in a military coup. The 
leader of the new right-wing government was lieutenant-general Lon Nol, who was made 
president of the 'Khmer Republic'. Prince Sihanouk and his followers joined forces with a 
communist guerrilla organization founded in 1960 and known as the Khmer Rouge. They 
attacked Lon Nol's army and civil war began." 

"The Khmer Rouge guerrilla movement in 1970 was small. Their leader, Pol Pot .. 
was an admirer of Maoist (Chinese) communism.... By 1975, Pol Pot's force had grown to 
over 700,000 men.... Lon Nol was defeated... It's estimated that 156,000 died in the civil 
war - half of them civilians." 



1) According to the map, what countries border Cambodia? 



2) Who was Pol Pot, and what ideology did he follow? 



3) Which side do you think had the right to rule Cambodia? Why? 
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Pol Pot in Power 

Directions: Read the following excerpt and answer the questions below. 



"Under Pol Pot's leadership, and within days of overthrowing the government, the 
Khmer Rouge embarked on an organized mission: they ruthlessly imposed an extremist 
program to reconstruct Cambodia on the communist model.... The population must, 
they believed, be made to work as laborers in one huge federation of collective farms. 
Anyone in opposition - and all intellectuals and educated people were assumed to be - 
must be eliminated, together with all un-communist aspects of traditional Cambodian 
society." 

- Excerpt Adapted from ppu.org.uk 



1) What similarities do you see between Pol Pot's new government and the USSR under 
Stalin? 



2) Why do you think that intellectuals and educated people must be "eliminated"? 



3) If these rules were put into place in the United States, do you think you would 
cooperate? If not, how would you resist? 
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Khmer Rouge: Document-Based Questions 



Directions: Read the following documents and answer the questions beneath them. 
Document 1: 

In 197(1. I^on Nol overthrew Prince Norodom Sihanouk and became the leader of'Cambodia, The Vietnam War 
bad destabilized Cambodia's; gtjve.nime.nt and l^on Nol used this situation to gain power. 



...Richard Nixon "s May 1970 invasion of Cambodia (undertaken without informing I^on Nols 
new government) followed simultaneous invasions by Saigon and Vietnamese Com munist forces. 
It created 1.10,000 new Khmer | Cambodian mountain people | refugees, according to the 
Pentagon. My 1971, fiO percent of refugees surveyed in Cambodia's towns gave US. bombing as 
the main cause of their displacement. The U.S. bombardment of the Cambodian countryside 
continued until 197.1, when Congress imposed a halt. Nearly half of the 540,000 tons of bombs 
were dropped in the last six months. 

Prom the ashes of rural Cambodia arose Pol Pots Communist Party of Kampuchea (CPK). It 
used the bombings devastation and massacre of Chilians as recruitment propaganda and as an 
excuse for its bmtal, radical policies and its purge of moderate Communists and Sihanoukists. 
This is clear from contemporary US. government documents and from interviews in Cambodia 
with peasant survivors of the bombing.... 

Source: Ben Kiernan, The Pol Pot Regime: Race, Power, and Genocide in Cambodia 
under the Khmer Rouge. 1975-79, Yale University Press (adapted) 

1) According to Ben Kiernan, what were two problems Cambodia faced during Lon Nol's 
rule that enabled Pol Pot to rise to power? 
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Document 2: 



Fbl Pot came to power in April 1975, He CA r erthrew l^an Nol in a coup clYitat unci attempted to create a Utopian 
agrarian stxit h ty. 



...He; |Pol Pot| began by dad a ring, "This is Year Zero,'' and Lbat sou city was about to be 
"purified. "Capitalism, Western culture, city life, religion, and all foreign influences were, to be 
extinguished in favor of an extreme form of peasant Communism, 

All foreigners were thus expelled, embassies closed, and any foreign economic car medical 
assistance was refused. The use of foreign language's was banned. Newspapers and television 
stations were shut clown, radios and bicycles confiscated, and mail and telephone usage curtailed. 
Monty was forbidden. All businesses were shuttered, religion banned, education halted, health 
care eliminated, and parental authority revoked. Thus Cambodia was sealed off from the outside 
world. 

All of Cambodia s cities were then forcibly evacuated, At Phnom Penh, two million inhabitants 
were evacuated on foot into the countryside at gunpoint, As many as 30,000 died along the way, , . 

Source: "Genocide in the 20th Century: Pol Pot in Cambodia 19 75- IS 79," The History Place 

2) Based on this History Place article, what was one action taken by Pol Pot's government 
that contributed directly to human rights violations against the Cambodian people? 



Document 3: 

Tee. da Butt Mam is a survivor cat' the Khmer Houge. 'Hiis excerpt is at) eyewitness account of tier experience in 
( lambodia. 



...] traveled with my ['amity fiom the tieart of ttie country to ttie border of Thailand. It was 
devastating to witness ttie destruction of my homeland ttiat had occurred in only (bur years. 
Buddhist temples were turned into prisons. Statues of Buddha and artwork were vandalized. 
Schools were turned into Khmer Bouge headquarters where people were interrogated, tortured, 
killed, and buried. School yards were turned into killing fields. Old marketplaces were empty. 
Bcx:ks were bumed. Factories were left to rust. Plantations were without tending and bore no 
fruit. . .. 

— Teedi Butt Mam 

Source: Teeda Butt Mam, "Wo rm s f ram Our Skin," Children of Cambodia's Kilting Fields, Yale University Press 

3) According to this eyewitness account, what were two results of Khmer Rouge rule in 
Cambodia? 
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&tUihirk£mit0 February 16, 2006 




AlaLr. Tae* CefbLi Sy3nr.i1 



A Kluner Rouge fighter guarding Cambodians forced into farm labor. In 1915-19. during the Khmer Rouge's 
reign. 1.7 million died through execution, starvation or overwork, and the psychological trauma persists 
today. 

Document 4: 



4) Which figure holds the power in this photograph? Why? 



5) How does this photograph represent a violation of human rights? 
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DAY FOUR 

Aim: How did the U.N. 's actions help cause the Rwandan genocide? 
Background of Rwanda 

Directions: Read the following secondary source material and answer the questions below. 
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"Rwanda is one of the smallest countries in Central Africa. It has just 7 million people, 
and is comprised of two main ethnic groups, the Hutu and the Tutsi. Although the Hutus 
account for 90 percent of the population, in the past, the Tutsi minority was considered the 
aristocracy of Rwanda and dominated Hutu peasants for decades, especially while Rwanda 
was under Belgian colonial rule." 

1) What two ethnic groups comprise Rwanda? 



2) Which group accounts for 90% of the population? 



3) Which group was considered the aristocracy of Rwanda during colonial rule? 



4) Think of another example from history where there was a dominant group and a 
minority group. Describe what happened as a result of this group conflict. 
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The Rwandan Genocide 

Directions: Watch the following video and answer the questions below. 

https://docs.google.eom/file/d/0B2t7k6fQ9i0mNEJQaUZwdzdNVE0/edit 
1) What was the UN commander's job in Rwanda? 4:20-5:15 



2) How much did the UN forces know about the history of Rwanda? 5:15-8:00 



2) What began happening in Rwanda as a result of the UN's inaction? 14:05-14:55 
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Rwandan Genocide: Document-Based Questions 

Directions: Read the following documents and answer the questions below. 

Document 1: 

In l^esidenL liill ClinLon traveled Lo Rwanda Lo pay America's respects Lo dio&e wlio suffered and died 

in l he Rwandan °piocide. During dip visiL, a panel discussion was hold and later airfd by Fm inline. This is an 
exceipL from die Lrauscript of that broadcast, 

...NARRATOR: In ISMo, Rwanda, one of Africa's small osL conn tries willi jusL seven million 
ci Li Kens, was a deeply troubled couuLiy widi a deeply troubled pasL. Decades earlier, under 
colonial mle, the Uelgiaus had used Llie TnLsis, Rwanda's aristocracy, Lo enforce their rule over 
die Hum majority, who were mosdy poor farmers, 

PHILIP COUREVITCH, "The Ntw Yorker": 

The Belgians cieaLed an i dea wherel^y Lhe TuLsi were a m aster race , die UnLn an inferior race. 
And ethnic i deuLiLy card s were issued. Much like in Soudi Africa;, an apardiei d-like sysLem was 
imposed. All privileges went Lo the Tutsi minority, and lhe IfnLii majority was almost in lioudage. 

Al independence in Lhe laLe "50s and early Tb'Gs, diis system was reversed, The majoriLy Hutu 
relielled, seized power, in die name of majoriLy rule imposed an apardiei d-like sysLem in reverse 
and oppie5sed die Tut si hiLLerly, 

NARRATOR: I'aced widi discrimination and increasing Hutu violence, mosL TnLsis [led Lo 
ueigl dioriug couuLries, where Lhey fonned a guerrilla army, Lhe Rwandan PatrioLic Prom. 

In 19^0, Lhe relx^l TnLsi s invaded Rwanda and forced peace talks wiLh Juvenal 1 lalTyarimaua, die 
UnLn pre5idenL. Anxious Lo stavin power himself, Habyarimaua sigied a peace treaty agireiug 
Lo share power wiLh die TnLsis. . 

Source: The Triumph of Evil,' Frontfine. January 26, 1999 
1) According to this Frontline transcript excerpt, what were two causes of conflict between 
the Hutus and the Tutsi in Rwanda? 
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Document 2: 



After the assassination of President Juvenal 1 [abyarimana on April fi, 1994, radical Ilutus attempted to exert 
control over Rwanda. 



...The Hutu officials who took over the government organized the murders: |of Tutsis| 
nationwide. They used the government- run radio and press to do this. They also used the private 
newspapers and a private radio station, known as Radio Television des Mille Collines (RTLM). 
RTLM told the population to look for the "enemies'" and to kill them. Those Tutsi and Hutu 
| opposing the government | who eould, Bed to safety in neighboring eoun tries, to Europe,, or to 
Canada and the United States. Meanwhile, when the murders started, the HI']' 1 | Tutsi -led 
Rwandan Patriotic Eiont|in Uganda invaded R wan tin again.... 

Source: Airnable Twagilinnana, Teenage Refugees from Rwanda Speak Out, 

Globe Fearon Educational Publisher 



2) According to Airnable Twagilimana, what was one action taken by Hutu officials against 
their "enemies"? 



Document 3a: 



...Over the course of the genocide nearly one million people were killed, and more than three 
million fled to other to tin tries, creating the world's worst ever refugee crisis. Only then did the 
West respond, launching the largest aid effort in human his ton; which finally concluded two 
years later in March of 199 b'. Soon after, war brake out in several neighboring countries causing 
almost all of the refugees to return home by 1997. 

Post -genocide, a Unity government was formed |in Rwanda |, arid in 3000, Paul Kagame, 
formerbead of the RPP, was elected transition president, Kagame was then elected to a regular 
term in the: country's first standard elections in 9003. The United Na tions established the 
International Criminal Tribunal for IKvancla, which has been trying high-level Hutu officials for 
crimes against humanity w r bile local governments have resorted to tribal councils, called grtPfiefi, 
to sanction the estimated 80,000 people involved in the genocide.... 

Source: Terry George, ed. , Hotel Rwanda, Newmarket Press 

3) What action did the United Nations take after the genocide in Rwanda? 
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Document 4: 



REFUGEE CAMP POPULATIONS (December 1994) 




Source: UN Hgh Commissioner for Refugees, December 1994 (adapted) 



3) Based on documents 3 and 4, state two effects of genocide on Rwanda. 



Discuss both the causes and effects of genocide in Cambodia or Rwanda. Use specific 
examples from the sources in this packet to support your answer. 
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